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· The Gunners ·
Newsletter - April 2023  

Welcome to the The Royal Artillery Charities Newsletter. This is where you can
keep right up to date with all the regimental family's news and information.  

If you have any news for the Gunner website or the Newsletter from your
regiments, branches, districts and regions we would like to receive them.
Please ensure that you have permission to share information and images.

 

The Gunners

· Events ·

Please monitor the RAA website and facebook page for any further information and event
updates and join the RAA facebook group.

Forecast of Events 2023/24
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Gunner Sunday 

16 April 2023 

Gunner Sunday this year, will take place
on 16th April 2023 at the Royal Hospital
Chelsea. 

Click on the link for details on how to
book here. 

RA Service of Remembrance 

22 July 2023

The RAA will conduct a Service of
Remembrance at the National Memorial
Arboretum, Alrewas on Saturday 22nd
July 2023 commencing at 1100 hrs. 
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Please find the full details of the event
and how to book here. 

 

National Service 60

The Royal British Legion are marking National Service 60 at the National Memorial
Arboretum on 16th May 2023. 

It has been sixty years since the last serviceman was demobbed from National
Service,  remembering all those conscripted into the UK Armed Forces from the end of the
Second World War until 1963.

More than 2 million men served during this period, and 395 National Servicemen were
killed during active service. Their names are inscribed on the Armed Forces Memorial at
the Arboretum.

The event will feature an on-site exhibition, testimonies, music and a Service of
Remembrance.

If you or a loved one were a National Service conscript, please register your interest to
attend at rbl.org.uk/national-service-60

 

· RAA Branch News ·

RAA Sec Spring Update

As the dust settles on what was a wonderful Royal Artillery Gold Cup I would very much
like to thank all, for your enthusiasm and attendance, what a great day and thank you for
all your contributions that resulted in £1,172.14. being raised which given the move
towards a cashless event is remarkable.  Thank you for your support and to the team from
Wycombe and District RAA for their efforts on the collecting front.

I hope you find the branch map below interesting and informative (there is also a copy in
GUNNER, on the RAA website); I do want to assure all, that those geographical branches
remain important and are essential as the backbone to the Association. However, as we
try to develop and evolve as an organisation, these branches will need to run alongside
future on-line and national footprint branches.  You will see in the table some of the areas
we are focusing to broaden the membership and increase the link between the past and
present.  This direction will be important as we move forward, the opportunities I believe
are endless and I look forward to hearing from anyone who has any thoughts and ideas
for possible associations in the future.

I will continue my visit program as we start the year, a program which should see me
having been in every RAA Region by the time we get to the Assembly (Blackpool) in May. I
also want to thank the Regiments that have also welcomed me, as I continue to visit as
many of our serving family as I can. Remember every Battery is an association branch in
its own right, so do engage with me when planning any activity that promotes our
charitable objects namely fostering that Esprit De Corps that burns at the heart of the
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Regiment and the all-important promotion of Comradeship. I look forward to receiving any
thoughts and ideas, particularly those that bring the past and present members of the
Regiment together that was so perfectly demonstrated at Sandown Racecourse.



 

 · RAA Branch News ·

Wycombe & District Branch 

Thank you to Wycombe and District Branch who organised the collection at the Royal
Artillery Gold Cup, Sandown Park Racecourse on behalf of the RACF.  Thank you to
everyone who contributed, raising an amazing £1,172.14.  



 

Tyneside Scottish Branch 

Earlier this month Tyneside Scottish Branch hosted their Burns Night at the Masonic Hall,
Jesmond, Newcastle Upon Tyne. Sixty-seven people attended including guests; Councillor
Linda Wright and her husband, Colin, and Chairman, Nick Turnbull from the Black Watch
Newcastle Branch.

The top table was piped in by the Pipe Major and the haggis was addressed by the
Chairman of the Black Watch. Members and guests enjoyed music from the Pipes and
Drums of the Tyneside Scottish Pipe Band. A good night was had by all.

 

Wrexham Branch

The youngest serving Branch Member of Wrexham has started 2023 with great success. 
Recently Elizabeth Ward was promoted to Bombardier and at the RA Boxing
Championships in March, she retained the title belt in her category.   Warmest
congratulations Elizabeth on your recent achievements.  

 



 

Lewes Branch 

Lewes Branch RAA Members attended The RA Gold Cup at Sandown on Thursday 16
February and all had a Great Day. Members met up with their Affiliate Battery, 43 Battery
(Lloyds Company) - the old and the new, keeping their Affiliation as strong as always.

The Branch also held a Race Night on Saturday 25 February at their home, St Marys'
Supporters Club in Lewes. Branch Members were joined by their families and friends and
Members of St Marys' also joined in the fun.  A very enjoyable evening and lots of
winners.   The Branch raised £175.00 for the Royal Artillery Charitable Fund, which goes a
little way to help.



 

 · RAA Annual Return & Summary of Accounts ·

Branches who have not submitted their Branch Annual Return and an up to date nominal
roll, please forward to the RAA soonest. 

Thank you to all the Branch Treasurer's who submitted their Summary of Accounts for
2022, very much appreciated. 

Download Forms

 

· The Royal Artillery Charitable Fund ·

RACF Welfare Team Quarterly Report

Closing out 2022 we helped our Gunner family by providing 1,234 grants.

Over £669,000 was pledged to help those in need in 2022.

Looking to 2023:

To date the RACF have helped to provide 177 families help for those essential needs.

Some of the areas we can help with are household goods, funerals, rental deposits,
removals, mobility aids, priority debts (rent arrears, council tax arrears, utility arrears),
training, care home fees and annual grants.

18% of our total grants pledged thus far have been for household goods – Our Gunner
families are needing help to buy those much needed items in the home.

If you have a concern’s about finding the money for essential needs, please contact us.
We cannot however help with private medical or legal fees. 
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Please do not hesitate to ask for help if you need it. Call SSAFA on 0800 731 4880, the
Royal British Legion on 0808 802 8080 to get a case up to us or contact us on either 0300
167 3998/0300 158 7035.

We can be contacted by email: RARHQ-RACF-WELFARE-MAILBOX@mod.gov.uk ,  RA
Charitable Fund Application 

Thank You's

“Thanks to the RACF for contributing to care home fees for the past seven years.  Without
your help goodness know how we could have managed…Please convey our thanks to the
Charitable Fund committee. The family is truly grateful to you all" 

“l would like to thank you and the RA and those involved for helping me after sleeping on a
camp bed for many years my new bed and bedding is a total joy to sleep in many thanks" 

“Just wanted to say a big, big thank you for my October grant…I am so grateful. It lessens
my anxiety and worry so much…We would never have been able to do this without your
help and kindness….."

How We Help

 

· The Gunner Lottery ·

Gunner Lottery is for the benefit of the Gunner charities and replaced the RAA Annual
Draw.   The hope is that the Lottery can raise much needed funds and raise awareness of
the good work done by the Royal Artillery charities. Thank you to everyone who supports
the Lottery and congratulations to the winners each week.  Good luck in future Draws. 

3 Digits: You'll win 5 Entries into the next Draw

4 Digits: £25 Cash Prizie

5 Digits: £1,000 Cash Prize

6 Digits: £25,000  Cash Prise 

You can take part as an individual or syndicate;  Battery, Regiment or RAA Branch.  You
could be in with a chance of winning the top prize of £25,000 each week. 

The Draw takes place every Friday.  

JOIN TODAY Gunner Lottery 
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 · Regimental News ·

Thank you very much for your continued support and fundraising for the
Gunner Charities.  

 

Fundraising for your Charity 

The Charities use Enthuse as their fundraising platform.  If you are fundraising for the
RACF/RAA or supporting the Charity with individual donations, please click here to donate

or to set up a fundraising page. 

The Cornwall Cup

The Cup is awarded to the Regiment or establishment that raises the most funds for the
Royal Artillery Charitable Fund (RACF).  

The RACF is extremely grateful for the efforts of those who have been able to raise funds
for the charity, in addition to the significant sum donated by individuals through the service
giving scheme each year.   Donations such as this enable us to continue to support
individual serving and retired members of the Royal Regiment of Artillery, and their
families, who are in need, as well as supporting the serving Regiment with grants to
support welfare and comradeship.

Many congratulations to 32 Regiment for raising the largest sum.  We would encourage all
regiments to consider the RACF when organising sponsored events during the current
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year – Charity begins at home!

 

· Awards/Grants  ·

Royal Artillery Association Battery Grants 

One of the charitable objects of the Association is to promote comradeship, fostering
esprit de corps and preserving traditions.  Each year the Association makes funds
available to Batteries in the form of annual grants to help fund Battery events, improve
conditions for members of the Battery and their dependants.

Find out more information from  emm.pagan-skelley100@mod.gov.uk or through your
chain of command.  

World Rowing Indoor Championships, Toronto

22 members of the British Army Rowing Team travelled to Toronto over the weekend of
25-26 February to compete in the World Rowing Indoor Championships. The team
competed in various categories at 500m and 2km, as well as entering two teams in the
Men’s Relay, Women’s Relay and the Mixed relay, all over 2km. 
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Maj Matt Rea from 5 Regt RA produced two seasonal bests in the individual 500m and

2km races, finishing 11th and 17th respectively in the fiercely competitive Men’s
Heavyweight category. He was also part of the British Army A team in the 2Km Mens

Relay, finishing 8th in an impressive time of 05.34. 

Capt Lindsey Denyer form RMAS produced a personal best in the 500m to finish 20th, and

24th in the 2km Women’s Heavyweight category. She was also part of the British Army A

team achieving 11th in the 2km Mixed Relay with a competitive time of 06.12.

It was a fantastic trip, providing the opportunity to compete against Olympic level athletes
in a challenging but inclusive event. Both competitors offer their sincere thanks to the
Army Sports Lottery and the Royal Artillery Institution for their kind support to enable to trip
to take place. 

 

16th Regiment Royal Artillery 

14 (Cole's Kop) Battery 

On Wednesday 8th February, 14 (Cole’s Kop) Battery took part in the Op Teamwork
initiative. They were hosted by D-Day Story Museum in Southsea, who provided a
fantastic function room and accompanying refreshments. Delivering the initiative in the
appropriate setting reinforced the importance of the material being discussed. Members of
the battery of all ranks came together for the event and were able to voice their opinions
and experiences of the Army’s culture. In particular, we were able to discuss themes such
as leadership, challenging, feeling valued and psychological safety. The battery then sat
together and had fish and chips on the seafront to reinforce cohesion and strengthen our
battery culture. The event would not have been possible without the input of the RAA who
advised and offered generous funding towards the event. 

 

11 (SPHINX) Battery 

Ex SPHINX SOLDIER was an training camp run by 11 (SPHINX) Bty. The Bty had just
recently come back from a 6 month deployment in Poland in October 22 and is due to



deploy again 6 months later in April 23 to the Falkland Islands. The aim was to qualify
personnel on the new core military ITR skills, pass SP on the ACMT, deliver AT and
reward the troops on a 6 months on, 6 months off Op cycle.

Due to the turnover of recent deployments the Bty hadn’t been in one place as a collective
since the return from Poland and the time spent together as a Bty was well received by all.
The Ex was a time to build cohesion, remind and revise key soldiering skills and remedy
the deficiencies from Phase two training establishments left during COVID. All aims were
met and with great gratitude to the RAA, who provided a large amount of the funding, the
Bty manged to subsidise the cost of sending troops Go-Karting and holding a Bty Smoker
on a catamaran in Limassol Harbour. Without the support of the RAA the exercise would
have had to be either reduced in ambition or delivered at a much highercost to personnel.

The two events funded featured at the end of the two week period and were a well
deserved reward for the service personnel who attended.

 

 

 

Joan Wanklyn Memorial Prize 

The Joan Wanklyn Memorial prize is a bursary to be presented each year by the Royal
Artillery Association in memory of Miss Joan Wanklyn who was, for many years, our
Regimental Artist.

(King's Troop Royal Horse Artillery - oil on board is reproduced by kind permission of Jess Hills.

www.jessicahills.com)

http://www.jessicahills.com/


The Bursary comprises a cheque of £500 is to be presented at the RA Assembly to the
artist who produces a piece of work judged worth of exhibition at the following year's
Assembly. Applications are open to the sons, daughters and grandchildren of Serving or
Retired members of the Regiment, regardless of rank or station, who have reached the
tertiary stage of education and are in or about to begin their first year of a course at a
recognised College or University to study art in its broader form. 

Contact Emma Pagan-Skelley on 01980 845895 or Emma's email for further details
emm.Pagan-Skelley100@mod.gov.uk  

 

· Community and Companionship ·

The RA Charities can keep you in touch with the
Regimental Family

Join Your Association Here

 

·RA Historical Society· 

Military History Webinars

The RA Historical Society arranges Zoom On-Line Webinars for its members on Gunner
military history subjects. If you would like a copy of the Back Catalogue with links to the
You Tube recordings of webinars held in the last 12 Months,  please contact the RAHS
Secretary.

If you wish to attend the webinars below please contact the RAHS Secretary, Lt Col
Richard Clayton: richard.clayton312@gmail.com:
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·RA Museum· 



 

· Gunner & Journal of the Royal Artillery ·

 Further details to subscribe to the GUNNER and/or Royal Artillery Journal can be found
here

The GUNNER magazine is now available on line via the website, please click on the
button below to view the recent issue.

GUNNER
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